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PORT LOKO Social Mobilization Pillar  

KEY MESSAGES: Guide for Social Mobilizers 
Updated: 19 June 2015 

 
Get to ZERO: Let‘s End Ebola Together 

We are all in this Ebola fight together – everyone needs to be involved 
 
 

1) Operation Northern Push: What is it? 

 Operation Northern Push is a scale up in the fight against Ebola. It is NOT a lockdown.  

 More help will come to the District to ensure we break the chain of transmission and 
get to zero. 

 There will be more health workers, social mobilizers, surveillance officers and contact 
tracers on the ground to scale up response. 

 There will also be more security personnel to protect you as part of the Ebola response. 

 Most importantly there will be more community members – including traditional 
healers and religious leaders - joining the fight. 

 
 Operation Northern Push is a community-driven campaign. Community people will be the 

most important force against Ebola. 
 
 

2) Curfew in Port Loko 

 There is movement restriction from 6:00 in the evening to 6:00 in the morning in Kaffu 
Bullom, BKM and Marampa Chiefdoms. These restrictions are there to protect you and 
your communities against Ebola. 

 The following are exempt from the curfew: ambulances; burial teams; surveillance 
operatives; social mobilizers; security personnel including RSLAF, SLP and OSD; NERC and 
DERC officials; NGOs associated with the response; health care workers; and staff working 
for national infrastructure. Always have an ID card when undertaking night duties. 

 Personnel with valid reasons to travel to Lungi International Airport are allowed to move 
during the period of curfew. These include arriving and departing travelers (with travel 
documents), workers at the airport and health screeners. 

 
 

3) Missing “Contacts” of Ebola Patients 
 When close contacts of Ebola patients run away, they put their health and the health of 

others at risk.  
a. If you are a close contact of a person with Ebola, we can help you. Call 117 or report 

to your Paramount Chief.  
b. If your friend or family is a close contact of an Ebola patient, call 117 or report to 

your Paramount Chief. This is the best way to protect yourself and your family. 
a. If someone you know is sick, do not help them hide. Immediately call 117 or report to 

your Paramount Chief to make sure they get the proper care. 
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4) 117 Works! Call when sick. 
 117 works! It is your best chance of survival if you call early. 
 Call 117 or your district hotline when you or your family member are sick. Report all 

sickness right away.  
 The health workers at Ebola Treatment Units (ETU) can help you. If you do not have 

Ebola, you will be referred to other healthcare facilities. 
 When you call 117, it might take some time to dispatch an ambulance to you. If you 

don’t get a response soon call your district hotline number 099 515 966 or 079 782 144.  
 While you are waiting for help to arrive, stay 3 feet (1 meter) away from your sick loved 

one while you wait for health officials to come.  

 
 

5) Safe and Dignified Burials 
 If someone dies at home, do not touch, kiss, wash, or clean the body. Call 117 for a safe 

and dignified burial. 
 You will be able to honor your family member in a safe but dignified way. 
 The Ebola responders use a chlorine spray to eliminate Ebola in ambulances, at the 

patient’s home, and at burial sites. The chorine will NOT harm you. 
 If you participated in an unsafe burial in the last 30 days, report to 117 or your Paramount 

Chief. That is the best way to protect you and your family. 
 
 

6) Report visitors/strangers coming into your community 

 Any visitor or stranger, whether a family member or not, are considered a possible carrier 
of the Ebola virus. 

 Report all visitors/strangers arriving in your community right away to your Paramount 
Chief or Speaker. 

 Hiding somebody who is sick, or who should be in quarantine, helps Ebola to spread. Call 
117 to protect the sick and to protect Mama Salone.  

 
 

7) Quarantine protects everyone. It helps us get to ZERO. 
 Quarantine is one of the best ways to end Ebola. If you left quarantine early, go back now. 
 People who care about themselves, their families, and Mama Salone stay in quarantine. 
 When people leave a quarantine home before the quarantine is over, they put their health 

and the health of others at risk. Going back to quarantine protects everyone. 
 
 

8) Know the early symptoms of Ebola 
 The first Ebola symptoms are fever, chills, weakness, and headache. These are very similar 

to malaria symptoms. 
 To be safe, think of these symptoms as if it could be Ebola and call 117 or your district 

hotline number 099 515 966 or  079 782 144. 
 If you are sick, show your love by staying 1 meter away from your family while you wait 

for medical help. 
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